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in regard to it, and then to infer that the passages which, on their face, seem to 
teach it, must therefore be otherwise understood ? Or are we to infer that the 
doctrine was known in the Old Testament times, but that there was some reason 
for keeping it in the background in the Scriptures of those times? If this latter 
alternative is feasible, there is no difficulty in our understanding in their most 
natural sense the Old Testament passages that seem to refer to a future life. I 
have only to state the question, not to argue it. But any one who thinks it to be 
historically true that Israel was in close contact with Egypt, for some centuries 
before the publication of the Mosaic law3, will hardly doubt that in the times of 
Moses the doctrines of a future state, a resurrection, and future retribution must 
have been familiarly known to Israelites, and must have been either accepted or 
deliberately rejected ; and one who holds thus will hardly, in the entire absence of 
positive proof, accept the latter of the two alternatives. 
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I. GENERAL EEMARKS. 

1. It is assumed that the student has become familiar with the general aim 
and method of these book-studies from those upon the Books of Samuel. Most 
of the general remarks prefixed to the preceding studies are applicable to this. 

2. As the purpose of these studies is original knowledge at first hand, the 
student is earnestly advised not to consult any commentary or other work of ref- 
erence until he has well advanced in both the analytical and synthetical study of 
the book. 

3. In no part of the Bible does the superiority of the Revised Version over 
the old version appear more conspicuously than in Isaiah. No one ought to think 
of using the old version except for comparison. Students who understand He- 
brew will yet find the Revised English Version best for such work as this. The 
use of the original is mainly valuable in the special study of minutiae. 

4. After a fair amount of original study be sure to read chapters xiii.-xv. in 
volume VI. of Geikie's Hours with the Bible. Other works which may be consulted 
are: Encyclopaedia Britannica and Schaff-Herzog Encyclopaedia, articles Cyrus, 
Babylon, etc. ; Stanley's Lectures on the Jetoish Church, lectures xlii. and xliii. ; 
Bawlinson's Oriental Monarchies, the Fifth Monarchy, chap. vn. Among com- 
mentaries those of Delitzsch, Nagelsbach [Lange series), and Cheyne may be recom- 
mended to the professional student. Por the general student the Speakers' 1 
Commentary (called also the Bible Commentary). 

5. The Book of Isaiah contains sixty-six chapters. The prophetic discourses 
are divided into two sections by the insertion of four historical chapters (xxxvi.- 
xxxix.). The chapters (xl.-lxvi.) following this division constitute one distinct 
and continuous discourse, and may be studied as one complete whole. 

6. The question of the unity of the authorship of the earlier and later proph- 
ecies attributed to Isaiah is one of high interest ; but it is not possible to do more 
than throw a few side-lights upon it in the present study. 
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7. The outline for synthetic study is very incomplete. Let the student fill in 
the points that have been omitted. 

II. DIRECTIONS. 

A. ANALYTICAL STUDY. 

1. First, master the contents of the section as follows : — 

a. Bead over as rapidly as possible the whole of the twenty-seven chapters, 
and decide upon their general subject, tone and purpose. 

6. Bead again, this time more slowly, and make an abstract; that is, condense 
into as few words as possible the main thought of each paragraph. Care will be 
needed not to make this abstract too minute. There are seldom more than half-a- 
dozen main thoughts in a chapter. 

c. Write down on suitable slips of paper this abstract as you proceed. State, 
not what each paragraph is about, but what it says about its subject. Tor example, 
in an Eyre and Spottiswoode Bible open before us, the 40th chapter of Isaiah is 
thus headed : " 1. The promulgation of the gospel. 3. The preaching of John the 
Baptist. 9. The preaching of the Apostles," etc. This is a fine example of how 
not to do it. A genuine abstract would run somewhat thus: " God commands to 
comfort Jerusalem with the news of pardon (1, 2). A voice bids prepare the way 
for God's coming through the wilderness (3, 4). God's glory shall be revealed (5). 
Flesh is grass, but the word of God is everlasting (6-8)," etc. 

d. Study this abstract over until you can begin at the beginning and give the 
whole to the end without looking at the written slips. 

2. Secondly, make an analysis of the section. 

a. Select a general theme for the whole; as, "Bedemption: its Author, 
Agents, Subject, Method and Consequences." 

b. Notice that there are twenty-seven chapters— three times nine. Try 
whether three divisions of nine chapters each can be naturally made. 

c. Compare the closing verse of the first group of nine chapters (xlviii. 22) 
with the closing verse of the second group (lvii. 21) and the closing verse of the 
third group (lxvi. 24). 

d. See whether some one topic is not most conspicuous in each group of nine 
chapters. Is it not, in the first group, God's attributes and promises (theology 
proper) '? In the second group of nine chapters, is it not the Servant of Jehovah 
and his saving work (soteriology) ? In the third group of nine chapters, is it not 
the new heavens and new eajrth and last things in general (eschatology) ? 

e. Try whether each group of nine chapters is susceptible of subdivision into 
groups of three chapters treating a common theme. 

/. Select for each chapter an appropriate heading. Notice what correction 
should be made in the present division of chapters. For example, does chapter 
liii. begin at the right place or should it begin at lii. 13 ? 

(g. Consider the whole section as the libretto of a great oratorio, and divide it 
into arias, recitatives, and choruses accordingly. Compare the rhetorical struc- 
ture, with its recurrences and anticipations of themes and motives, with musical 
structure.) 

B. SYNTHETIC STUDY. 

Let us construct now the biblical theology of the section. Make a memoran- 
dum of all texts in this section bearing upon the following points : 
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«. The Doctrine of God (theology proper). 
(1) God's Natural Attributes. 

(a) The divine unity. 

(b) God as Creator. 

(c) God as Kuler of the natural world. 

(d) God as Kuler of men. 

(e) God's wisdom. 

(f) God's strength. 

(g) God's eternity. 

(h) God's foreknowledge. Study carefully these passages: xli. 21-29; 

xliii. 8, 9 ; xliv. 7, 8, 25, 28 ; xi/v. 21 ; xlvi. 10, 11 ; xlviii. 3-8. 

Consider in the light of these passages the argument that the mention 

of Cyrus by name proves the prophecy to have been composed in his time. 

t(2) God's Moral Attributes. Make a list of all passages bearing upon each of 

the following points : — 

(a) God's holiness. By the aid of a concordance count how often the name 
"Holy One of Israel" occurs in the earlier prophecies of Isaiah (chapters 
i.-xxxv.); count how often it occurs in the later prophecies (xl.- 
lxvi.) ; how often in all the rest of the Bible. Probable origin of Isa- 
iah's use of this name (vi. 3). 

(b) God's gentleness. 

(c) God's condescension. 

(d) God's quickness to forgive. 

(e) God's faithfulness. 
(3) God contrasted with. Idols. 

(a) The materials of idols. 

(b) The makers of idols and their manner of work. 

(c) Contrast of God's relation to his people and that of idols to their wor- 
shipers ; for example, in respect to being carried. 

(d) Prophetic power of God compared with impotence of idols. 

b. Divine Grace and Man's Sin. 

(1) Circumstances and moral condition of those to whom the prophet proclaims 
salvation. 

(2) The spontaneity of divine love. 

(3) The terms of salvation. 

(4) The universality of the offer. 

(5) Faith. 

(6) Works. 

(7) Figures of salvation ; water, light, etc. 

(8) The discipline of affliction. 

c. The Servant of Jehovah. 
(1) The meaning of the title. 

(a) Texts indicating that this title refers to the nation of Israel. 

(b) Texts which seem applicable to but a single person. 

(c) Consider in the light of all these passages the view of Delitzsch that 
the use of this title may be illustrated by three concentric circles. In 
its widest use it comprehends all Israel, good and bad ; in a narrower 
sense, spiritual Israel; in a still narrower sense, only that "holy Serv- 
ant" of God, Jesus (cf. Acts iv. 27, RV.). 
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(2) The Work of the Servant of Jehovah. 

(a) His foreordination. 

(b) His gentleness. 

(c) Classes for whom he works. 

(d) Elements of his humiliation. Compare with the details of the suffer- 
ings of Jesus given in the gospels. 

(e) The vicariousness or substitutionary character of his sufferings. 

(f ) His strength and victory. 

(g) The universality of his work, 
(h) Elements of his exaltation. 

( i ) Causal connection of his humiliation and his exaltation. 

(3) What elements of the complete Old Testament doctrine of the Messiah are 
lacking in this section V How about the Davidic king, divinity, etc.? Con- 
trast the Messianic doctrine of Isa. i.-xxxv. 

d. Ethical Teachings. The prophet's doctrine regarding — 

(1) Sacrifices and ritual. 

(2) The sabbath. 

(3) Spiritual worship. 

(4) Beneficence. 

(5) Enumerate the sins condemned. 

«. The Doctrine of the Last Things (eschatology). 

(1) The Future Home and Condition of the Saved. 

(a) The place, (b) Divine presence, (c) Peace, (d) Pardon, (e) Things 
possessed, (f) Liberty, (g) Supremacy, (h) Health, (i) Immortality. 

(2) The Buin of the Wicked. 

(a) Its certainty, (b) Completeness, (c) Various figurative representa- 
tions of it. (d) The shame of it. (e) Examine carefully the passage 
lxiii. 1-6. Find all other passages in Scripture referring to treading 
the winepress. Consult any works of Oriental travel accessible, as to 
how those nations regard treading the winepress. What do the grapes 
here represent ? Does this passage refer at all to our Lord's sufferings ?• 
If not, to what does it refer ? 

c. collateral reading. 
Study up the following points : 

a. The history of the deliverance of Israel from Egypt and the march 
through the desert. 

b. Israel's relations to Edom. 

c. Babylon. Its rise, greatness, and fall. The captivity of Israel in Babylon 
and treatment there. The sins of Babylon, especially her idolatry, divination, 
magic, etc. 

d. Cyrus. The principal facts of his life. His religion. His relations to 
Babylon and to Israel. 

e. Make lists of all the animals and plants mentioned, and learn what you can 
of each. 

/. Note all references to the domestic or public life of the times, articles of 
luxury, weapons and usages of war. Consult works of reference regarding these. 



